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ABSTRACT 
This paper prompts an introductory overview regarding the 
historical paths and the theoretical-practical properties of 
social design in the realm of design education in Brazil. 
Initially, the precedents towards socially oriented design in 
Latin America are summarised. Subsequently, two master’s 
theses, a book, and a round table are analysed as an 
assemblage of pedagogical experiences in the approach of 
social design. Hence, this microhistorical examination on 
design exchanges, such as events and documents, is 
grounded on the scopes of social history and history of 
education. As in the framework of a concluded doctoral 
thesis, social design is envisaged as a topic of inquiry 
within design history studies and focused on the academic 
tripod of ‘teaching – research – extension’ in the Brazilian 
scenario.
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Introduction

This paper draws a preliminary overview to the histories of social design in 
Brazil, which is supported by a set of documents of historical and peda
gogical relevance and representative of different contexts in terms of time 
and region, as well as of a variance in source and format. As in the theoret
ical frame of a concluded doctoral research, historical scholarship on social 
design envisages the encompassing attribute of this alternative approach 
and the multiplicity of subjects in everyday life, which implies the synthesis 
of facts within social, cultural, and political connections, in accordance with 
the purpose of social history (Barros 2004, 2005; Burke 1992). The intertwin
ing of four decades of social design with undergraduate and graduate 
courses in the Brazilian scenario also relates to the domain of history of 
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Proximity in Design Research

Proximity in Design Research explores four constituents of design: people, processes, 
products and philosophy, and their potential to bridge contemporary gaps through 
multilevel synergies.

The book brings together a variety of design approaches on several scales 
developed in the collaboration of different agencies and within diverse contexts. 
Proximity prompts us to explore the challenges and opportunities for research in 
design, with the widening and closing of distances in unpredictable times such as 
those during the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the social distance imposed during 
this unprecedented global health scenario, researchers and professionals across 
different areas of knowledge have engaged in an extraordinary interdisciplinary 
and transdisciplinary global cooperation. This reinvented proximity enhanced the 
ability to cross fields, remove boundaries to collaboration between disciplines and 
accelerate processes towards an overarching goal: to overcome adversity. This 
edited collection reflects on what designers have taken from this experience so 
far and the possibilities that are foreseen as the concept of proximity is redefined.

This book offers critical knowledge related to both design practice and design 
theory. It will be of interest to researchers, teachers and students working in the 
design disciplines.

Rita Assoreira Almendra is a full professor at the Lisbon School of Architecture 
(FA-ULisboa) where she is Head of the Design Department and coordinates both 
the Design Doctoral Program and the nucleus of Design at the CIAUD research 
center. She holds a PhD in Design (2010) from FA-ULisboa, a master’s in design 
management (2004) and an MBA with marketing specialization (2002), both from 
the Catholic University of Lisbon. Rita has worked for more than 20 years as a 
design researcher and educator, with numerous publications and master and doctoral 
supervisions in this field. She is the founder and coordinator of the Research & 
Education in Design research group [redes.fa.ulisboa.pt] and was responsible for 
two editions of the International Conference on Research and Education in Design.
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Introduction

In the post-1968 period, the questioning of ‘industrial design’ and the approxima-
tion between the area of design and the human and social sciences implied the 
insurgency of a popular movement of alternative design and, to a certain extent, the 
reorientation of the formalist design practice towards critical intervention with a 
renewed social agenda. In this regard, design historian and anthropologist Alison J. 
Clarke (2019, 2021a, 2021b), director of the Papanek Foundation at the University 
of Applied Arts Vienna, has contested the genealogy of social design, previously 
attributed to political activism within the US counterculture.

Therefore, the scholar has relocated the beginning of this project approach in 
the amalgamation between design and the human and social sciences – especially 
anthropology – vis-à-vis the émigré cultures and the theoretical-critical contri-
bution of the Austro-American designer, professor, activist and immigrant Vic-
tor Papanek. The director considers that the profession’s engagement with social 
issues occurred at different times in the history of design, such as the Arts & Crafts 
movement and the modernist socio-technological utopia. Nonetheless, the design 
culture of the 1970s was marked by the understanding of ‘social’ applied to prac-
tice according to the paradigms of the humanities and social sciences (Clarke, 
2010, 2016a, 2016b, 2018).

In Brazil, the historic landmark of higher education in design is the installation 
of the Superior School of Industrial Design – ESDI, in Rio de Janeiro-RJ, in 1963, 
whose ‘ulmian’ orientation model influenced the courses that followed. The basic 
polemic of the institutionalisation of design education in Brazil resides in the expe-
rience of the Ulm School as a reference, in contrast to the country’s reality. How-
ever, according to Cardoso (2008), the context of relative decline of the military 
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113Atravessar o presente

Apresentação
Ao conjecturar sobre “o que vem depois da farsa”, nos âmbitos da 
pós-verdade e da pós-vergonha, Foster (2021) aponta os influxos 
dos movimentos sociais nas instituições da esfera cultural e a 
revitalização parcial de museus e universidades. Esses fatores 
ensejam o exercício de “nossa pequena influência” em “possíveis 
locais de resgate da esfera pública, em que, ao menos em prin-
cípio, podem-se expressar críticas e se propor alternativas”.1 O 
historiador e crítico de arte cita movimentos como o Occupy Wall 
Street e a tomada de consciência sobre a ordem plutocrática; o 
Black Lives Matter e a reação à base colonialista e à hierarquia ra-
cialista de grandes museus; e o #MeToo e a crítica renovada às es-
truturas machistas e patriarcais. Logo, esses ventos podem sig-
nificar um contraponto à burocratização e ao conservadorismo 
que são, frequentemente, estruturantes das instituições cultu-
rais e de ensino. 

Consoante ao enunciado de Foster (2021), o grupo de pesquisa 
e extensão CURA – Cultura Urbanismo Resistência Arquitetura, 
da Escola Superior de Desenho Industrial da Universidade do 
Estado do Rio de Janeiro – ESDI/UERJ, tem como objetivo princi-
pal o desenvolvimento de estudos e ações que contribuam como 
mitigadores do histórico abismo social nas cidades do agora. 
Desse modo, a proposta do grupo reside em somar esforços para 
recobrar a saúde das cidades e das construções e, assim, prestar 
apoio para suturar as feridas abertas pela desigualdade social.2 
Assim, a etapa de planejamento da exposição Atravessar o presen-
te se deu a partir de abril de 2022, na modalidade remota por 

1	 Foster, H. O que vem depois da farsa? Arte e crítica em tempos de debacle. São Paulo: 
Ubu, 2021, p. 11.

2	 O grupo CURA/ESDI/UERJ é coordenado pelo Prof. Dr. André Luiz Carvalho 
Cardoso, está cadastrado no Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento 
Científico e Tecnológico (CNPq) e articula as seguintes linhas de pesqui-
sa: 1) Atravessamentos contemporâneos entre arquitetura, cidade, design e 
arte no limiar da cultura; 2) Arquitetura, urbanismo e decolonialidades; 3) 
Habitação social e direito à cidade; e 4) Tecnologias com-divididas: conver-
gências entre saberes acadêmicos e saberes autóctones.
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Resumo

O artigo trata das fases iniciais do projeto intitulado ‘Memória P&D Design: acervo colaborativo do
Congresso Brasileiro de Pesquisa e Desenvolvimento em Design’, cujo propósito é oferecer o
acesso aberto aos anais de todas as edições do evento acadêmico mais longevo do campo no país.
Em uma abordagem integrativa da revisão narrativa de literatura com a história oral, esta
comunicação articula a consulta ao material bibliográfico com depoimentos de pesquisadores que
participaram dos primórdios da pesquisa científica na área e do estabelecimento do P&D Design,
ao longo da década de 1990. Portanto, após uma introdução em torno de aspectos teóricos gerais
sobre memória, arquivos e design, a contextualização histórica do congresso é seguida pela
apresentação da interface gráfica do acervo Memória P&D Design.

Palavras Chave: história do design no Brasil; design e memória; pesquisa em design.

Abstract
The paper deals with the initial phases of the project entitled ‘Memória P&D Design: collaborative
archive of the Brazilian Congress of Research and Development in Design', whose purpose is to
offer open access to the proceedings of all editions of the longest-running academic event in the
field in the country. In an integrative approach to the narrative literature review with oral history,
this paper articulates the consultation of bibliographic material with testimonies from researchers
who participated in the establishment of P&D Design, throughout the 1990s. Therefore, after an
introduction around general theoretical aspects concerning memory, archives and design, the
historical contextualization of the congress is followed by the presentation of the graphical
interface of the Memória P&D Design archive.

Keywords: design history in Brazil; design and memory; design research.
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History of social design as social history of design: 
an introduction to the Brazilian perspective 
 
Gustavo Cossio  

Superior School of Industrial Design - ESDI 
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e-mail: gcossio@esdi.uerj.br 

Abstract: This paper prompts an introductory panorama regarding the historical 
paths and the pedagogical vectors of social design in Brazil, through the analysis of 
a set of documents: two master’s theses, a book and a round table on the theme. In 
conjunction with a narrative review of the evidences, the theoretical foundation 
summarizes the design history contemporary research agenda with emphasis on its 
social matter. Therefore, the study envisages history of social design as an emerging 
topic of inquiry and its addition towards the histories of design education in the 
Brazilian scenario. 

Keywords: design history, social design, microhistory,  
history of design education, history of design research 

 

1. Historical preambles to what got us here 
In Brazil, according to art and design historian Cardoso (2008 [2000]), the context of decline of the 

civil-military dictatorship (1964-1985) and the recognition of the limitations of modernism made 

room for a conception of social design. Posterior to the incursions of Victor Papanek1 into South 

America, marked by a series of lectures and workshops held at the Pontifical Catholic University of 

Rio de Janeiro - PUC-Rio in May 1980, design pedagogy would turn into a reinvigorated approach, 

based on the insertion of students in real contexts with social demands. In this sense, professors Ana 

Maria Branco2 and José Luiz Mendes Ripper3 were looking for a new way of teaching Design and 

were motivated by Papanek’s ideas (Anastassakis, 2011; Araújo, 2017; Couto, 1991; 1993; 2017;  

Del Gaudio, 2014; Montuori, 2017; Pacheco, 1996a; 1996b; Ribeiro, 2002).  

                                                                 
1 The Austro-American designer, architect, professor, theorist, activist and immigrant Victor J. Papanek (1923-1998) became 
known for defending socially and ecologically responsible design and the scathing criticism of unbridled consumerism, 
ecological spoliation and professional elitism. His seminal book ‘Design for the Real World’ (1971) expressed the 
assumptions of the social design movement.  
2  With a degree in Visual Communication (1975) and Industrial Design (1976) from PUC-Rio, Branco worked as a professor 
at the university between 1981 and 2015. 
3  With a degree in Architecture from the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro - UFRJ (1958), Ripper worked as a professor at 
PUC-Rio from 1973 and received the title of professor emeritus in 2016. 
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Palavras-chave

Keywords

Na compreensão do design social como abordagem sociopolítica transversal às 
diversas especializações do campo do design, o objetivo deste estudo é traçar 
um panorama introdutório acerca dos aspectos teórico-conceituais e das estraté-
gias didático-pedagógicas da temática em cursos de graduação. A metodologia 
empregada para a investigação consiste na Revisão Narrativa de Literatura - RNL 
em anais de conferências e periódicos especializados. Os artigos em análise pri-
vilegiam teorias e práticas articuladas por docentes, estudantes e comunidade, 
e são aglutinados pela ênfase nos seguintes subtemas: a) histórias do ensino 
do design social; b) ensino, pesquisa e extensão universitária em design social; 
c) design social, conteúdo e currículo; d) profissionalização e novas tecnologias 
no ensino do design social; e e) repercussões do design social na formação em 
design. Desse modo, o relatório do estado-da-arte busca o oferecimento de um 
acréscimo em via de mão dupla: ao passo que o estudo ilumina a inserção da 
abordagem do design social na educação em design, a proposta indica perspec-
tivas interdisciplinares de atuação a partir do contexto universitário.

In the understanding of social design as a sociopolitical approach transversal to the 
various specializations of the design field, the objective of this study is to draw an 
introductory overview about the theoretical-conceptual aspects and didactic-ped-
agogical strategies of the subject in undergraduate courses. The methodology used 
for the investigation consists of the Narrative Literature Review - NLR in conference 
proceedings and specialized journals. The articles under analysis favor theories and 
practices articulated by teachers, students and the community, and are agglutinated 
by the emphasis on the following subthemes: a) histories of the teaching of social 
design; b) teaching, research and university extension in social design; c) social design, 
content and curriculum; d) professionalization and new technologies in the teaching 
of social design; and e) repercussions of social design on design education. Thus, 
the state-of-the-art report seeks to offer an addition in a two-way path: while the 
study illuminates the insertion of the social design approach in design education, the 
proposal indicates interdisciplinary perspectives of action from the university context.

Introdução

Ao refletir sobre a condição contemporânea que abarca fatores como o aumento 
da população, a crise ambiental e a discussão sobre consumo consciente, Araújo 
(2017) pontua que talvez tenhamos chegado ao “momento do social”: o entendi-
mento da força do indivíduo e suas ações, bem como das relações entre indivíduos 
e grupos. A autora menciona que o designer tem papel relevante na busca pelo 



Certificamos que o trabalho intitulado Diálogos introdutórios entre design social e museologia social elaborado
por Gustavo Cossio, André Luiz Carvalho Cardoso e Rita Assoreira Almendra, foi apresentado durante 1º
Colóquio Design e Memória, em 03/12/2021.

Belo Horizonte, 14 de dezembro de 2021



Diálogos introdutórios entre
design social e museologia social

Gustavo Cossio;1

André Luiz Carvalho Cardoso;2

Rita Assoreira Almendra;3

___________________________________________________________________________

Resumo:
O objetivo desta comunicação é refletir sobre as possibilidades advindas da interface entre as
abordagens do design social e da museologia social. O ponto de partida para a análise consiste na
prefação de três obras que abarcam questões atinentes ao design, ao patrimônio e à ação cultural.
Em seguida, por meio de uma revisão de literatura, é traçado um breve panorama histórico e
conceitual que enfatiza o ‘social’ como objeto de pesquisa e desenvolvimento nas áreas do design e
da museologia. Na sequência, uma série de casos teórico-práticos exemplificam articulações entre
design social, memória e patrimônio, com o propósito de elucidar perspectivas interdisciplinares de
atuação em contextos participativos e comunitários.
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Design for need and design for development
— a historical overview

COSSIO, Gustavo; CARDOSO, André Luiz Carvalho; ALMENDRA, Rita Assoreira.

Resumo: O objetivo desta comunicação reside em efetuar um mapeamento dos discursos
do design para a necessidade e do design para o desenvolvimento, compreendidos como
marcantes de uma parcela significativa da cultura de design da década de 1970. A revisão
de literatura abarca obras seminais, documentos oficiais e anais de congressos de
relevância histórica, em conjunto com o referencial teórico que tem investigado os
pressupostos do movimento de design alternativo e a inserção da atividade projetual nas
regiões em desenvolvimento. Assim, a análise reflete sobre os influxos do período
pós-1968 na agenda social da profissão, ao passo que o estudo constitui um preâmbulo ao
design nos domínios das necessidades básicas e das políticas desenvolvimentistas de
países periféricos.

Palavras-chave: História do design; Design e políticas públicas; Função social do design.

Abstract: The objective of this paper is to map the discourses of design for need and design
for development, understood as striking of a significant portion of the design culture of the
1970s. The literature review includes seminal works, official documents and congresses
proceedings of historical relevance, together with the theoretical framework that has
investigated the assumptions of the alternative design movement and the insertion of the
design activity in developing regions. Thus, the analysis reflects on the inflows of the
post-1968 period into the social agenda of the profession, while the study constitutes a
preamble to design in the domains of basic needs and developmental policies of peripheral
countries.

Keywords: Design history; Design and public policies; Social function of design.
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COSSIO, Gustavo.  

 

RESUMO: O objetivo desta comunicação é descrever o estado da arte da pesquisa em 
design social, com base na consulta aos anais do Congresso Brasileiro de Pesquisa e 
Desenvolvimento em Design – P&D Design. O ponto de partida para a reflexão consiste em 
uma breve síntese da roda de conversa ‘A função social do design’, ocorrida no Museu da 
Casa Brasileira – MCB. Na sequência, emprega-se o método da Revisão Narrativa de 
Literatura – RNL para o estudo de artigos publicados em cinco edições do congresso 
realizadas entre 2010 e 2018. Desse modo, o debate é conduzido à luz da produção 
acadêmica recente no país, sob as perspectivas históricas, metodológicas, pedagógicas e 
interdisciplinares do design social, além das abordagens críticas em torno do tema. 

Palavras-chave: cultura e sociedade; pesquisa e metodologia do design; design social; 
função social do design; design e educação. 

 

ABSTRACT: The purpose of this communication is to describe the state of the art of social 
design research, based on the consultation of the ‘Congresso Brasileiro de Pesquisa e 
Desenvolvimento em Design – P&D Design’ proceedings. The starting point for reflection 
consists in a brief synthesis of the ‘A função social do design’ talk, which took place at ‘Museu 
da Casa Brasileira – MCB’. Then, the Narrative Literature Review – NLR method is applied for 
the study of articles published in five editions of the congress held between 2010 and 2018. 
Therefore the debate is conducted in light of recent academic production in the country, from 
the historical, methodological, pedagogical and interdisciplinary perspectives of social 
design, in addition to critical approaches around the theme. 

Keywords: culture and society; design research and methodology; social design; social 
function of design; design and education.  
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